
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE HIGH SCHOOL JOURNAL 



185 



called to the fact that the chief interests of American 
college students are in the direction of so-called college 
activities rather than that of education. — Edgar W. 
Knight. 



Owing to the flexibility of the scheme, it may be 
used for a two-year, a three-year, or a four-year 
course. — E. W. K. 



Handbook of English Composition. Second Revised Edition. 
By Luella Clay Carson. Cloth, xii + 266 pages. Price 
$1.28. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York : World Book 
Company. 

The purpose of this book is to train the student 
in accuracy and effectiveness in the essentials of Eng- 
lish composition, and the ready, rapid, and unconscious 
use of correct forms. It presents the main requisites 
of good English in such compact and usable form that 
it becomes a code for accurate expression. 

The book contains many valuable suggestions and 
clear explanations of confusing points and this way 
it seeks to assist the student in learning the rules or 
laws of grammar and rhetoric. 

Separate chapters deal with capitalization, punctua- 
tion, italics, abbreviations, syllabication, compounds, 
spelling, construction and criticism, mechanical aids 
and processes, letter-writing, and copy for the printer. 
The appendixes contain useful information on poetic 
forms; synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms; words 
often mispronounced; a few common errors; business 
forms; and theme correction. There is also a com- 
plete bibliography. — E. W. K. 



Laboratory Manual of English Composition. By Stanley 
R. Oldham, principal of the high school at Norwood, 
Massachusetts. Cloth, viii + 148 pages. Price $1.20. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Company. 

The aim of this book is to develop the power to 
speak and to write good English by making the high 
school student an independent worker in the field of 
oral and written expression. This is accomplished by 
means of the well selected and organized assignments 
that seek to train the student in investigating and 
collecting data, to give him practice in arranging 
material, to enable him to recognize and appreciate 
educating values in literature, and to offer him a 
large number of opportunities to apply what he has 
learned in active work. 

The book is one of assignments, not of definitions. 
The trenchant explicit assignments are what students 
want. In addition, the student is taught how to carry 
out the directions. Many of the exercises are definite 
and lead to definite goals. 

The book aims to be comprehensive", hence the 
course may be made as difficult or as easy as the 
teacher desires. It is planned to meet the requirements 
of classes working under widely different conditions. 



Terman Group Test of Mental Ability. By Lewis M. 
Terman, Professor of Educational Psychology, Leland 
Stanford Junior University, joint author of the National 
Intelligence Tests (to be published by World Book Com- 
pany in August, 1920) and of the army mental tests, also 
author of the Stanford revision of the Binet-Simon scale 
and a number of books on the measurement of intelligence. 
Examination booklets (12 pages; Forms A and B with 
ten tests each and with 185 items each. Scoring Keys for 
both forms, and a Manual of Directions (8 pages). Price 
per package of 25 booklets including Scoring Key and 
Manual of Directions, $1.60 net. Specimen Set, 15 cents 
postpaid. 1920. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World 
Book Company. 

This test is unique in many respects. It is especially 
designed for high schools, though it may be used as 
low as Grade 6 and' as high as the freshman year in 
college. Each of its 886 items was measured against 
a very complete, composite outside criterion. Tryouts 
resulted in a reduction of 370 items, each helping to 
differentiate bright pupils from dull ones. The items 
retained are thus more highly selected than will be 
found in any other group mental test. 

The directions for giving the test are extremely 
brief and can be mastered by any teacher in a few 
minutes. The procedure is unusually simple. The 
size of the booklets makes it possible to test pupils 
in an auditorium or any other room not equipped with 
desks. 

The test can be given in thirty-five minutes. The 
pupil does no writing. The typographical arrangement 
affords ready interpretation and promotes ease of 
scoring. The Scoring Keys, which aid in the rapid 
and accurate grading of the test, are especially con- 
venient to use, as the backs have the rules for scoring 
the tests to which the key corresponds. 

It is immaterial which form is used first. 



Common Science. By Carleton W. Washburne, Superintend- 
ent of Schools, Winnetka, Illinois. A new kind of junior 
high school science textbook based upon what children 
want to know. Cloth, xvi + 390 pages. Illustrated. 
Price, $1.60. Also 

Manual of Information for the Teacher. Paper. 24 
pages. Price, 20 cents. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York : 
World Book Company. 

Rather than decide what children ought to know 
the author has found out what they want to know, 
and answered their questions in direct, interesting style 
without departing from strict scientific truthfulness. 
The foundation on which the book was built was a 
collection of about 2,000 questions asked by children 
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in the upper elementary grades. The questions were 
classified by the author according to the scientific 
principles involved, and the development of these 
principles gives the subject matter scientific unity and 
logical sequence. 

Common Science is written in the language of 
children. It is full of interesting stories and experi- 
ments. Yet, through all, its science is reliable and 
'accurate. Uninteresting, quantitative experiments have 
been avoided. The book is a qualitative explanation 
of the actual facts common to every child's life. 

There is a wealth of practical information in Com- 
mon Science. The knowledge gained is applied to 
the solution of everyday problems, and the principles 
themselves are built on the child's observation of 
familiar phenomena. There are over a hundred fas- 
cinating experiments, as easy to do as they are 
interesting, and the apparatus required is simple and 
inexpensive. In addition the child will have the 
beginnings of an understanding of science. There is 
direct, specific training in scientific inference in the 
explanations required. 

Mimeographed editions of Common Science have 
been used successfully in various public schools. It 
has proved itself adaptable to either the individual 
system of instruction or the usual class method. It 
has been tried and twice revised in response to the 
needs shown by its use. 



The Consolidated Rural School. Edited by Louis W. 
Rapeer. Charles Scribner's Sons. New York, 1920. 
xiii + 545 pp. 

This volume is based, according to the preface writ- 
ten by the editor, on rather definite aims of education 
and on the theory that the rural school has specific 
social functions. The principal aim is called "social 
efficiency," while numerous subordinate aims such as 
"vital efficiency," "vocational efficiency," "avocational 
efficiency," "civic efficiency," and "moral efficiency" 
are set up as the definite goals of the various chapters. 
These ambitious aims are misguiding and make the 
volume as a whole appear disappointing. 

The preface and twelve of the twenty-two chapters 
are compiled by the editor and the remainder of the 
book is prepared by a few of the "leading specialists 
and successful workers in the field" of rural education. 
These contributors include Commissioner Claxton and 
specialists in the United State Bureau of Education, 
who discuss various phases of the rural school under 
such headings as "The American Rural School," 
"Community Organization and Consolidation," "Rural 
Economics and Consolidation," "The Growth of Con- 
solidation," "Transportation at Public Expense," 
"Methods and Facts of Consolidation," and "The 
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Difficulties of Consolidation." These chapters con- 
stitute the most valuable part of the book, but some 
of them are general, wordy and padded. 

Much of the remainder of the book is filled with 
unattractive commonplaces about the so-called rural 
school "problem" and lacks stimulation and construc- 
tive suggestions. Some of such material was obviously 
tortured for place in a study of rural school consoli- 
dation, and even then the place seems incongruous, as 
for example "The Outside of the Cup — Relative Val- 
ues in English Instruction," in which "Miss English" 
is brought "up to the bar" and cross-examined as to her 
aims, and whether or hot she puts "first things first." 
And the intimidated lassie is asked the solemn ques- 
tion : "Do we need you at all, Miss English?" Another 
example of the whimsical playfulness of the author- 
editor appears in his chapter on "The Learning Pro- 
cesses of Country Children," which fails signally to 
tell what those processes are or to point out the 
differences between the learning processes of country 
children and of other children. The implication, of 
course, is that there are differences, and this is one 
point in the book at which originality is attempted. 
This chapter is a hodge-podge of the author's "Edu- 
cational Hygiene," his "School Health Administra- 
tion," his "Minimal Essentials of Physical Education 
and a Scale for Measuring Physical Education," his 
"A Core Curriculum for High Schools," and a passage 
from Wordsworth's "Intimations of Immortality." 



